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To all who walk this land,

May you stand tall as a tree

Be as gentle as the morning mist
And be as strongasthe rock Uluru.
May the warmth of the campfire be in

you and may

The creator spirit of the
Wirrundjerri people
Always watch over you.

(Adapted fromAustralian Blessing E. Pike 203
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Kuri-ngai Partners held our Family
Spirituality weekend at Gerringong in
November last. Many families enjoyed two
days at the very comfortable accommodation
provided by the
Lodge. 0 Our numbers
by the daytime attendance of ten people
from the Minto Aboriginal Catholic
Ministry.

As usual members of Kurigai Partners
arrived to provide the first meal of the
weekend. This is always a time of hard
work carried out in a sense of fun and good
humour. Maryanne, Cecilia, Michael and
Greg very soon had a delicious meal
prepared. Even though they spent a lot of
time preparing they were amazed at the
numbers of people who arrived for the first
ev eni ngbhs yeargha dishes were
almost empty when the last of the 80 people
were catered for. Our weekends are
becoming more popular each year.

The first evening was a time to share sacred
songs. We all gathered in the dining room
to sing along with a CD pduced by some
women from Alice Springs. With the

volume turned up so that we could all hear
the beautiful sounds of Aboriginal women
singing, the response was a strong chorus of
voices attracted | O0m
unmistakable Aboriginal accent and the
sinaerity with which the songs were sung.
The chorus of voices was extra strong when

our favourite

Fatherd came on.

Being daylight saving time and the night

Uni t i stiljyouddpthercluiltren play&dhwvhilistthe ¢ k
w adults sabagoansl in shddy sptisekindle i me

old friendships and share their lives.

Saturday was beach time which kept the bus
drivers busy driving backwards and

forwards to the beach with full loads. Some
energetic people walked the short distance to
the beach in the heat of the daye\dlso had

a visit from some members of Jarara
Indigenous Unit, Parramatta Catholic
Education Office.

In the evening a BBQ was cooked by a
group of men and some of the children
helped with the preparation of the salads.

Saturday evening was spent with amazing
Aboriginal woman puppeteer, Chris Burke,
who presented the Yarramundi Kids Puppet
Show. For an hour and a half the children
and adults were entertained by a very

popular group that they had often seen only
on NITV - the Yarramundi Kids. The
message was simple and very entertaining,
ARnBe strong, smart and

Sundagwa$d g/fina visieto the beach plus
pack up and clean up time. It is truly
amazing how much is packed into one
weekend and at the end you can feel like you
have been away a Igriime.
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We would like to thank all those who support us to have these weekends:
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! Kuri-ngaiPart ners members who have catered fér
p

THANK YOU TO:
All our generous donors who regularly send funds for the weekends:

H

! Margaret Farrell: Who spends many hours in contacting and inviting people, working out places

on buses, room numbers and the work that must be done to run a smooth laladreeu !
weekend. '
]
H

7 Jenny Ebsworth and Daisy Barker: preparing Friday evening spiritual time together.

Provision of buses: Josephite Community Aid, Loyola College, Mt Druitt and St Andrews -
College, Marayong.

Bus drivers: John McCann, Steven Randall andr@ebelson.

MacKillop Foundation whose donation covered accommodation costs for 2 weekends.
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Jarramundi Kids
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Children and dults enjoyingC h r i s B u r kpeeéestatipnuopthe & drramund
Kids.

We would be grateful for donations to help us with the May 2013 wekeken
National Indigenou3V: Channel 34. NITV

The National Indigenoushannel imow free to air on Channel 34. If you have trouble getting this

channel on your TV, ring 180800 727. It is an SBS number. They will put you through to someone who
can give you instructions about getting reception orT8ére is a great range of programries

Aboriginal and Torres Strait communities,news, documentaries, sporting events,moaed, arture
programmes from Australia and other countries eg Canada, NZ, Maori culture and déadgngmme
details for eacldayareavai | abl e eg in Mondayds Sydney Morni
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http://www.yarramundikids.tv/
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The Northern Territory intervention has been an abject failure that "has created another tidal
wave of sadness across this land", journalist and

humanitarian Jeff McMullen says. Photo: Steven Siewert

In all of Australia's modern history, the crime of silence
accompanies the death, destruction and denial that obliterates
the rights of indigenous people.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd's national apology two years ago
was a long overdue admission that whemion lives with
officially sanctioned racial discrimination we are all diminished
as human beings.

Rip up those shameful signs in front of Aboriginal communities, say you

are sorry, Australiad and mean it.
It is hypocritical to apologie to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people and say that the
"injustices of the past must never, never happen
again" and then to persist for more than two
years with the humiliation and the discrimination
of the Northern Territory intervention. Noatter
how hard this rain falls here on the streets of
Redfern, it will not wash away the great stain on
our history.

The pain of the stolen generations and the
Northern Territory intervention are, without
doubt, the two most destructive policies inflicted
on Aboriginal people in my lifetime. The
removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children, the breaking up of families, the
rupturing of whole communities and the
upheaval of people from their traditional lands,
along with that insane brand ofsasilation that
attempted to breed out the blackness and culture
of indigenous people arose in our parents'
generation but persisted into ours.

The shock and awe of the intervention, the
vicious big lies by the Howard government
about paedophile rings, tebaming of every
Aboriginal parent, has created another tidal
wave of sadness across this land.

The suicides among children have become a
tragic contagion, the numbers of broken men and
women in the long grass of the larger towns has
risen, the police cH and prisons have record
incarceration rates, men are bashed, hang

4

themselves or are left to die in sweltering prison
wagons, mothers weep for infants that in many
places have increased rates of anaemia and are
not thriving, and while the government body
count cruelly manipulates the statistics to tell us
that things are getting better, that the life
expectancy gap is not as bad as they thought, we
know the truth.

In the communities | work with | am usually the
oldest man in the street. There is an esglle
procession of funerals. We owe the dead the
truthd this nation is again betraying the trust of
indigenous people. We are not listening.

It is one thing for the Prime Minister to
apologise, to pledge to "close the gaps". He
descri bes

But there is no real change, only hypocrisy, if
our nation continues the pattern of asking for
Aboriginal trust and then dealing up treacherous
legislation that tramples their fundamental
human rights. Let us be honest, Prime Minister,
you are asking us to live with official racial
discrimination.

On this day of reckoning and remembering, let
us go back to that election promise in 2007 that,
if Australians threw out the blatant
assimilationists of the Howard Coalition, a
Labor government wadd reinstate the Race
Discrimination Act shamefully excised from the
NT intervention legislation. This could be done

t hinsg eas fcthhaen gheedg |
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in a single bill, without catches, qualifications or
duplicity 8 but this Parliament won't do that
because it is a Houge and a Senaté of
hypocrites.

Our government has expected Aboriginal people
to endure this discrimination for 2 years and the
only remedy, the only response to the
condemnation and criticism from the UN's finest
international human rights lawyer, the only
twisted answeto the pleas of the overwhelming
majority of people in those 73 remote
communities how under unlawful government
control, is to fiddle with words. The deceit is
stunning.

Aboriginal people in these remote communities
have publicly expressed to the goveamtitheir
clear rejection of this assimilation policy and
attempt to control their lives and their lands. The
intervention remains unlawful and unjust and
those who support it will be condemned by
future generations.

Do not turn away Australia. Tear down
the barbed wire of discrimination, rip up
those shameful signs in front of
Aboriginal communities, say you are
sorry, Australia 8 and mean it.

Jeff McMullen is a journalist, author and film maker and works with Aboriginal communities on health and education as
honorary chief executive of lan Thorpe's Foundation for Youth and is director of the Australian Indigenous Mentoring
Experience. This is a edited version of his speech at The Block, Redfern, last Saturday, the national day of protest

against the Northern Territory intervention.

Read morewww.theage.com.au/opinion/politics/tedown-the-barbedwire-of-discrimination20100215

00lg.html#ixzz2Ne4xQvm3

KOORI ECUMENICAL CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION

Towards the end of 2012 Jenny Ebswatlygested that Baabayn could try to
organise a Christmas celebration that included people of all religions in Mt Druitt
area. She contacted Janice Brown and together they worked on contacting people
in their networks. The following is a report from JaniBrown on the result of this

work.


http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/politics/tear-down-the-barbed-wire-of-discrimination-20100215-o0lq.html#ixzz2Ne4xQvm3
http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/politics/tear-down-the-barbed-wire-of-discrimination-20100215-o0lq.html#ixzz2Ne4xQvm3
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A thing of the past but nice to bring it back for all the good reasons

When | was a little girl we lived on

Bellwood Mission Namb

attend. The little church
bursting its seams with t

The women looked lovely in their
| would have been about 8yrs of
age at the time. But when everyone

hy mns

hats.

started singingit e
and womenos
right through you.

Last year at Christmas we all gathered
at our Indigenous church at Mt Druitt
with Pastor Rick Manton.

to see so many of our m
families and also people
celebrate t

we all enjoyed and felt p

prayers and individual items from

various groups. Some of the Elders
brought their own music,
and we all joined in singing carols and

ucca Heads
by t

used to be coul

he attendance.
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It was nice
ob and

in general to
he birt
roud of the

guitars etc

cessaad.

hymns. The evening brought lkac
some beautiful memories for me.
North Coast in the 1950s. We had our Also it was so spiritual.
own little church. Every Sunday it

was beautiful to see all our people
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When?

Sundey, 78 of Devember 2017

Tow?

| could tell

peopl

everyone was enjoying themselves. |

E I

ago in the bygone years wandering
among us
After the celebrations we alhpyed a
cup of tea and food and got to know
t h eeadmetimeq anly thing it ended too
mubsdom wkeneady
a repeat for 2013 with more of our
Aboriginal families getting the word
out early and preparing for the mob.
Now | would like to take the
opportunity to thank Pastor Rick and
Kaleen for their hospitality also Olga
and defry Mauton wisottravelledlu@ m
from Eden to join us and all of those
who performed for us. So from all the
Elders at Baabayn Thank you and
have a blessed and healthy New Year.
Aunty Janice.
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Chri stmas pa
Nurrangi ngy

About eight years ago a little group of Aboriginal

women decided it would be good to have a

Christmas party with Santa Claus for the

children. Daisy remembered her young days at

Mooroopna when Santa came to a street in that

little town where she lived. He came for all

children so that encouraged little Aboriginal

~, children to come from the river bank to join in.

' Daisy said that she was so happy to share the

childhood joy she had witthe children of today

and to see their little faces light up.

" AWe started

#smal |l , o B

"said, i =

Christmas we had over 170 gifts to give. My :

special joy was in seeing many people comingp

together both to prepare the gifts and to help §

distribute tem. We shared a BBQ with Unclesf =88

Aunties, Nannies and Pops and cousins etc. &

Many people came that we had never met bef@s

and now if we meet them on the street we cang:

say, ydhwelwer,e at the &

This makes our community stronger an@sger. More and more people are

hel ping us with donations, providing te
. AW Rhonda said that she felt that Baabayn group

was doing a great thing for the community.

Each of the women worked hard together and

each did a share tifie preparation and had a lot

~ of fun wrapping, naming etc.

~ fiour reward was seeing th

= of both children and adults who attended.

Working all those who helped us in so many

' ways made our relationship with them even
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stronger. | felt thatve were doing what God wants us to do by bringing people
together for a happy event.

Baabayn would like to thank all those people whose contributions enabled this day
to happen and hope that we havendét forg

Jarara Indigenous Unit
EmmausCatholic College, Kemps Creek
Kenthurst Parish

Sri Llankan Community

Josephite Community Aid

Greek Coptic Church

St Vincent de Paul, St Clair Parish

St Vincent de Paul, Hunters Hill

Sisters of Charity

Individual donors who gave personal donatign
purchased gifts and delivered the gifts to
Baabayn.

PLEASE REMEMBER BAABAYN NEXT CHRISTMAS IF YOU HAVE ANY WAY OF

OBTAINING GIFTS OR OTHER DONATIONS TO MAKE THE DAY SPECIAL FOR
CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES

YABUNT CELEBRATION OF SURVIVAL DAY
2013




WHILE many parks, ovals and
beaches throughout the country were
awash with the Australian flag
complete with the Union Jack
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
flags fluttered above others as
Aboriginal people marked and
interpreted the 225th anniversary of
the First Fleet in different ways. For
many, 26 January is regarded as
Survival Day, Invasion Day or
Sovereignty Day. Thousands of
Aboriginal people took the
opportunity to celebrate many
achievements and enjoyed ampc
together in beautiful Victoria Park.
Margaret Farrell attended with a
family group from Mt Druitt. This is
her report of the day:

A Every year | I
to Yabun to celebrate with all my
friends, my daughter and my
grandchildren. It is very enjoyable
day with local artists who come from
all over Australia. The entertainment
is Deadly. We even have some of our
children in performing dance groups.
This years Aboriginal and Islander
dancers were the best | have ever
seen. We all meeip with family and
friends and sit together enjoying the
day. We also move around all the
stalls finding interesting information

to take home with us. The children
are looking forward to Yabun 2013.

YENU ALLOWAH CHI L DRE NSBREMER OF THE SURNING OF
THE SOIL FOR NEW CENTRE AT MT DRUITT HOSPITAL

Druitt.

A FORTY-yearold idea to create a service centre for Mt
Druitt's Aboriginal population has become a reality.

Aboriginal child and family centre Yenu Allowah will
become a onstopshop for the indigenous community after
the sod was turned last week on the new facility in Mt

Back in the 1960s, there were plans to create a service and
program for the Aboriginal community.
Manager Christine Foreshew said that dream was now

becaning a reality."We've got services and programs already operating, and when the
construction is complete, we'll have long day care," she said.

Partners Gowrie NSW, Linklp NSW and UnitingCarBurnside have helped deliver the centre

in the Mt Druitt Hospital groundg.he program funded through the Federal Government

provides the potential for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to establish a service that

meets local needs.

During thewater blessing, Elder Janice Brown read a beautiful poem written by Betty Pike
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PHOTO STORY OF BAPTISMS AND FIRST COMMUNIONS AT HOLY
FAMI LY CHURCH, E MEEBROARY, 20113
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